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Serve Somebody Today:                                  
Live Easter Here and Now              By Dr. Chris Erdman 

Easter and Bob Dylan. They hardly 
seem to fit.  The church's clear, 
triumphant Easter worship doesn't easily 
pair with Dylan's nasally whine, the sound 
of sandpaper trying to sing.   

But Easter's about surprises  — things 
that don't pair easily.  Like a dead man 
alive again.  Frankly, Easter's more like 
Dylan's singing than lilies and chocolate 
and festive meals.   

So, when he growls at us with his 
truthful words, Dylan's in synch with 
Easter.  When he says, no matter who we 
are we're "gonna have to serve 
somebody," he’s growling an Easter 
lyric.  For didn't Jesus say that 
too?  Either God or something else, but 
no matter what "you're gonna have to 
serve somebody" (Luke 16.13).   

Who or what do you serve? 
Dylan's cranky reminder presses us 

up against something Easter aims to do to 
us.  Easter aims to set us free from a 
servitude to lesser things.  Fear, 
bitterness, despair, and death are, of 
course, among these lesser things that 
take up greater space in our lives than 
they should for an Eastered people.  But 
Easter's burst of new life liberates us from 
something more subtle, something more 
difficult to walk away from — ourselves. 
Not our true selves, the true self born in 
God, alive to God, that precious, 
inalienable image of God within each of 
us.   

When we live Easter, living the 
Resurrection of Jesus, we're freed from 
the false self, the part of us that craves 
safety, security, attention, and 
possessions, and will do just about 
anything to get them and maintain them.   

In Christ, such things die so that the 
truest, holiest part of us may live.  And 
when we live in the new life of Christ 

among and within us, we're free to love 
— God and neighbor.  And love, 
ultimately, is the only measure by which 
we will be judged when all is accounted 
for before Christ Jesus.  

So Dylan's right, "you gotta serve 
somebody."  Either what is false and 
broken, hurtful and even evil, or what is 
true and whole, good and holy.   

Which will it be for you, for me? 
This Easter season — and beyond 

into Pentecost — let us "serve 
somebody."  Christ first and foremost, 
but also Christ in others (Matthew 25.31
-46).  Let us serve somebody in the 
power of Easter, the new life, set free 
from the shackles of self-absorption and 
the fear of the other that’s becoming so 
common today. Let us serve somebody 
in the fullness of love poured into our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit (Romans 5.5). 

Serve somebody today.   
It'll do them good.  It'll do you 

good.  It'll do this world good.  And 
when the life of Christ gets in you, when 
your old, false self falls away (the fears 
and ambitions, drives and obsessions 
that have ruled you for too long); when 
you live in the liberated joy of Easter 
(the new, true person you are in Christ), 
you cannot help but serve somebody, 
for Christ is serving through you.  You 
are being made whole, just as you are 
bringing a gospel-wholeness to the 
world right around you. 

When the living power of love takes 
hold of you, that power that's "as strong 
as death" (Song of Solomon 8.6), you 
can't help but serve, because you can't 
help but love.  And love, Easter tells us,  
is even stronger than death — it's the 
mightiest force in heaven and on Earth. 
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UPC Prayer Corner 
Many of our church family face  

challenges.  Continue to pray for them. 

Holy Week at UPC                       

   Come mark ��������	�
������������	�
������������	�
������������	�
����  by 
entering into Lenten Sketches, a 
Tenebrae/Stations of the Cross service.  
This work by Joseph M. Martin with 
orchestration by Brant Adams conveys 
deep meaning and emotion. Inspired by 
classic works of sacred art, it’s an 
impressionistic portrait of the last days 
of Christ.  Heart-felt narration joins with 
evocative choral anthems to create a 
worship moment that will be an 
unforgettable experience for our 
community of faith.  

 From the somber night of the Last 
Supper, we will return �����
�������������
�������������
�������������
�������� to 

celebrate Christ’s Resurrection. Our 
choir, orchestra, and narrators will 
take us through the last days of Christ 
on Earth, culminating with the power 
of the Resurrection. The music is by 
Joseph M. Martin, Randy Vader, Jay 
Rouse, David Hamilton and  Mark 
Hayes. 
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Prayer And Healing Service 
You are invited to join us on April 20 

at 7 p.m. for a time of praise, prayer, 
healing, and meditation.  Come let the 
breath of God wash over you and listen 
for His loving voice in your life.  This ser-
vice is held on the third Tuesday  of 

every month in the sanctuary. You are 
encouraged to put it on your calendar 
to hold one another in prayer, to 
strengthen us, to keep us in perfect 
peace. 
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Video for Worship Update 
Video Services for Worship is under 

way and with good fortune, phase I will 
be nearly complete by April 1.  Thank 
you to all who have made contributions 
to the project.  Thanks to you, we hope 
to begin work on phase II in the near 
future. 

We need to raise $10,000 to reach 
our goal.  Designate your contribution to 
the Video Services Fund.  If you wish to 
make a pledge for later payment, send 

that to our financial secretary, Debbie 
Quintero.  For questions, contact John 
Kallenberg, Bob Mitchell, Pamela 
Caldwell, Tedd Lyons or John Beyers, 
who serve on one of the groups 
working on the project. 
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Vow Pasa Lao (Speak Lao) 
Mr. Buncherd Supasavat is one of 

the music leaders of our Lao-language 
congregation. He worked as an 
educator in Laos before coming to the 
U.S. in 1980 and has volunteered to 
lead conversational Lao classes during 
our Sunday school hour. These are 
some of the basics words and phrases 
we have been practicing: 

 
�  Saibaidee! (Hello! How are you?) 
�  Chao xu yung?  (What is your 

name?) 
�  La Kone [“log-on”] (Goodbye.) 
�  Kop Chai.  (Thank you.) 
�  Kop Chai li li!  (Thank you very 

much!) 
 
�  Nee man yung? (What is that?) 
�  Yoo sai hong maw?  (At where   

hospital?) 
�  Yoo sai maw?  (At where doctor?) 
�  Yoo sai hong ahan?   (At where 

[food] restaurant?) 

�  Yoo sai hong nam? (At where 
water room [toilet]?) 

�  Khay yak di gin. (I want have 
eat.) 

�  Khay yak di duem.  (I want have 
drink.) 

 
�  Nueng, song, sam, see, ha, hak, 

jed, pad, kao, sip. (1 – 10) 
 
Buncherd’s approach is helping us 

to learn a lot of basic “foundation” 
words that are recurrent through these 
phrases. For example: 
�  Yung = what 
�  Yoo sai = at where 
�  Hong = room 
�  Khay yak = I want 

 
His gift of teaching us gives us an  

opportunity to grow in our 
relationships with our Lao-speaking 
friends – both in Laos and in Fresno. 

Presbyterian Women Explores Urban Ministries 
Presbyterian Women will meet on 

Tuesday, April 13, at 9:30 in the Great 
Room. Randy White will give us an 
update on his urban ministries 
program. We will have refreshments 

and hold our business meeting. Join 
us, and bring a friend. 
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Children’s Ministry Happenings! 

  Easter Sunday, April 4, the 
Children’s Choir will be singing at 
both services. Then during Sunday 
school hour, all “children’’ from ages 
0-100 are invited to a Resurrection 
Easter celebration. The Children’s 

Ministry Team has some joyful 
Easter adventures planned.  

Here Ye, Here Ye! Head for the Hills! 
 It’s that time again. The weather 
is warm, tunics are being worn and the 
kids are out of the house for a week up 
in the mountains at Calvin Crest.  If your 
child is planning on going to camp, 
please reserve your spot ASAP with a 
deposit of $50 and a registration form. 

Forms are available online 
(www.calvincrest.com) or from 
Melissa Manion in the church office. If 
you need scholarship help, contact 
her. UPC’s policy is that no child be 
kept from going to camp because of 
financial need. 

Here is the schedule for UPC kids at  Calvin Crest: 
 

�  First-Timers: July 30-Aug. 1. Cost: $150 for child and $100 for adult.  
�  Sherwood Forest: July 25-31, $355 
�  Outpost: Aug. 1-7,  $355 
�  Junior High: July 25-31, $395 
�  Senior High: Aug. 1-7, $395 

 If you or someone you know is 
interested in being a counselor during 
one of our scheduled weeks, call Katie 

Schuman in the church office at     439
-8807. 

The Meaning of Communion 

 Parents who wish to have their 
young children instructed to receive 
Communion are invited to bring them to 
the Quiet Room in the sanctuary at 5 
p.m. on April 18. Pastor Tedd will help 

them understand the meaning and 
practice of Communion.  

Children’s Ministry Happenings! 
 On Easter Sunday, April 4, during 
Sunday school hour, all “children’’ from 
ages 0-100 are invited to a Resurrection 
Easter celebration. The Children’s 

Ministry Team has some joyful Easter 
adventures planned, including an egg 
hunt.   

Breaking Bread with New Members 
We will welcome new members 

Sunday, May 2, with a potluck dinner 
at 5 p.m. Please plan to join us as we 
break bread together.   



Page 5 University Press 

Annual UPC Church Yard Sale Needs YOU! 
The UPC yard sale is coming May 1 

and you  are needed! 
 
Donation Times : 

�  Sunday, April 25,  noon-3 p.m. 
�  Daily, April 26 thru April 29,  8:30 

a.m.– 4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. 
 
Donations should be gently used 

items. Please be sure that any 
electronics are Tested and in working 
condition before donating them. 

 
Also Needed:  

�  Donation-delivery drivers 
�  Sorters  
�  Food stand items:  hotdogs, small 

bags of chips, cans of sodas. 

Baked goods may be dropped off 
Friday, April 30, from 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
and 5-8 p.m. 

 
While proceeds benefit Calvin 

Crest campers, this is an all-church 
event and assisting is a joyous multi-
generational activity; come join the 
fun! 

You can sign up or ask questions 
between worship services or call 
Linda Stolling. 

STARS Go to Armenia 
 Stars (Seniors That Are Really 

Special) will meet Wednesday, April 21, 
at 1:30 p.m. in the Great Room. Hollie 
and Louis Volpp will take us on a 

journey to Armenia, telling us about 
their time living there. All are invited to 
join us for our program, conversation 
and always a great dessert.  

Clippers: Save the Date 
Join us for an Old-Fashioned Ice 

Cream Social with vintage flair! Come to 
the Great Room on Friday, April 16, at 
7 p.m. 

Calling all UPC women for GALS’ 
Night  — come be part of the fun as we 
get into shape for spring with some 
Dance, Dance Revolution. Don't know 

what that is? Come and learn or just 
watch and chat. but come on 
Thursday, April 22 at 7p.m. Hope to 
see some new faces there!!  

 Our new men’s ministry meets for 
the second time on Thursday, April 15.  
All men of UPC, and their guests, are 
invited to dinner at 6 p.m.  

 After dinner we will hear from (and 
probably participate with) Tom Bulger, a 

recreational therapist. He has years of 
experience teaching people to release 
tension (and worse) so they may 
engage the world with fun and joy. 
Our evening will conclude by 7:30 
p.m.  

Men’s Ministry 

GALS’ Night 



WEEKLY EVENTS 
Sunday 
8:30 Worship 
9:45 Teaching Hour 
11:00 Contemporary  
 Worship 
11:00 Lao Worship 
 

Wednesday 
9:15 Women’s Bible Study 
3:30 Tutoring 
7:00 GAYG (off site) 
6:30 Women’s Ensemble 
7:00 Chancel Choir 
8:30 Men’s Ensemble 
 

Monday 
12:15 Staff Meeting 
4             Youth Praise Team 
6:30-8     Centering Prayer, 
                      Cry Room       
Tuesday 
9:30 Women’s Bible Fellowship 
3:30        Computer Lab 
6:00 Scouts 

Thursday 
6:00  a.m.  For Men Only 
5:30     Bell Choir 
 
Friday 
6:00 p.m. Lao Music Team 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 1 
 
 
 

7 p.m. 
service 

2 

 

Office closes 
at 12:30 p.m. 

3 

 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5 
 

Office closed  
 
 
 

6 
 

7 p.m. 
Deacons 

 

7 
 

8 
 

 
 
 
 
 

9 

 
 
 
 

10 
Church 

 Work Day 
 
 
 

11  
 

First Sunday 
 of Easter 

 
 
 

12 
 

6:45 p.m. 
Young Adults at 

Erdmans.’ 

13 
9:30 a.m.  

Presbyterian 
Women GR 

7 p.m. 
 Session 

14 
 

 

15 
 

 6 p.m. 
Men’s Group 

16 
7 p.m. 

Clippers in 
Great Room 

17 
 

 
 

 
 

18   
 

Second Sunday 
of Easter 

Serve at  
Poverello House 

 

5 p.m. 
Communion Class 

19 
 
 

 

 

20 
 

Prayer &  
Healing  

Service 7 pm 

21 
 

1:30 p.m. 
Stars 

Great Room 
 

22 
   7 p.m., 

Gals’ Night 
Great Room 

 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 
 

 

25  
 

Third  Sunday 
of 

Easter 
 
 

26 
        6:45 p.m. 
  Young Adults    
     at Wallings 
      

27 
  7 p.m. 
Ministry 

Meetings 

28 29 
 

30  
 
 
 

Yard Sale Preparations In Great Room 
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Hours of Worship: 
     Sunday Morning Worship 
        8:30 AM (Traditional w/ASL) 
        11:00 AM (Contemporary) 

Sunday Lao Service 11:00 AM 
     Sunday School 9:45 AM 
      

Pastors: 
Rev. Chris Erdman 
Rev. Tedd Lyons 
Rev. Sharon Stanley 
Mr. John Bosavanh 
Mrs. Lorna Bosavanh 

Compassion Sunday at UPC 
On April 18 and again on April 25, 

you will have the opportunity to consider 
sponsoring a child in a developing  
country through Compassion 
International. Compassion International 
is a Christ-centered, child-focused, 
church-based program that lets people 
support and develop a relationship with 
a child living in poverty. Compassion 
partners with local churches, working to 
release children from their spiritual, 
economic, social and physical poverty.  

Your sponsorship through monthly 
gifts can make a dramatic difference 
in the life of a child. Your letters to 
your child are an opportunity to share 
God’s love with “the least of these.” 
Prayerfully consider God’s calling to 
you and then visit the sign-up table on 
April 18 and 25 after worship services. 
For more information call Ruth 
Kallenberg. 
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