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Entering Summer: Notes on Celebrations,

Face-to-Face Service, Worship Styles, Children's Ministry 

                                               by Dr. Chris Erdman, senior pastor

There are a number of things on my mind as we turn toward
summer.
     First, on June 6 we'll celebrate our high school graduates
and recognize their accomplishments.  We'll also say farewell
to a handful of our members who are moving away.
    Then, in mid-June our youth will serve in mission right
here in Fresno's inner city.  Consider ways you might serve
alongside them to bring God's hope to our own community.  During the
evenings of July 19-23 UPC hosts a neighborhood VBS.  This too is a good
way for you to serve others face to face and give yourself to the love of
Christ poured out toward others.  Please offer to help in some small way.
     In worship each Sunday, we'll read the Old Testament lectionary texts
and listen for the ways the history of the kings of Israel addresses our
contemporary lives -- politically and spiritually.  We'll open the stories of
prophets Elijah and Elisha, and kings such as Solomon, Jeroboam, Ahab,
Hezekiah and Josiah. 
     We'll also combine our English services into a single service,
worshipping at 9:30 each Sunday.  Children's Sunday School will be
concurrent with worship; youth and adult Sunday School will follow
worship.
     We'll host two different kinds of worship styles this summer.  As a
congregation we're committed to continuing to provide worshippers with
the best of traditional worship.  While many congregations either blend
worship or have moved toward contemporary worship only, UPC believes
that the richness of our historic forms of worship must not only be
maintained but enriched in the 21st century.  We also believe that younger
generations require new forms of worship consistent with their
experience.  We believe we must also offer young people who seek Christ
the best of cutting-edge worship forms that draw from today's youth
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culture.  Just as previous generations created worship from the materials
of their experience so must the next generations if the faith is to bear
fruit as it's passed from one generation to the next.  We all want our
children and grandchildren to have faith, but fewer of them join us in
worship.  Our elders are committed to changing that, bucking a national
trend.
      So, if worship on a particular Sunday is not offered in your mother-
tongue, then realize that it's likely the mother-tongue of someone around
you.  Be patient.  Be generous.  Be humble.  Put on the mind of Christ. 
"Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of
others" (Philippians 2.4).  We will vary the worship style this summer so
that your interests are met regularly, though probably not every week. 
We will publish a schedule of worship so you may know when we are
worshiping in traditional forms and when in contemporary.  We assure you
that worship will not be experimental, but will stress excellence in
whatever style is offered to God each Sunday.
    Finally, we now enjoy the leadership of a new staff person.  Aimee
Dillon joins our team as our Children's Ministry coordinator.  She works
directly under Pastor Tedd, who is assuming a more direct role in our
children's and youth ministries, and she works in partnership with our
talented volunteers and dedicated Children's Ministry team.  Among her
top priorities is connecting personally with each family and child in our
children's ministry area.  Please welcome her and become part of our
children's ministry team as we seek to support growing young families and
enfold those families that come new to UPC seeking a more vibrant
spiritual life.
     I pray daily for all of you--that "according to the richness of his glory,
he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power
through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith"
(Ephesians 3.16-17).
 ______________________________________________________________

 Worship
Update on Video Services

The first phase of Video Services for Worship is completed and the new
screens and projectors were used first on May 16 during second service! 
Phase I included installation of electrical service, projectors, screens and
screen soffits.  Also installed were video cables and a computer to operate
video projection to the two projectors from the control center in the rear
of the sanctuary and to enable a laptop presentation from the pulpit.  A
second cable was pulled to allow for future installation of equipment that
will enable different content to be projected to each of the two screens. 
    Phase 2 has begun with the purchase of equipment to enable switching
from presentation slides to video content from a DVD player, and to
support the sound connections between this new equipment and the house
sound system.  We are also building a new control center cabinet/counter
to allow for the two operators and the new equipment.  Louis Volpp and
Ben Douglas have agreed to handle the design and construction.  Phase 2 is
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expected to be completed in June.
    Thank you to all who have made contributions to the project.  We are
real close to our goal to fund these two phases. Based on the plans and
outstanding bills, we estimate that $1,000 remains to be raised.  A full
accounting of the project will be presented when all of the bills have been
received. 
    For questions, contact John Kallenberg, Bob Mitchell, Pamela Caldwell
or Tedd Lyons,who serve on the group working on the project.
_________________________________________________________________

Missions
Neighborhood tutoring                                          by Becky Bartsch, Coordinator

We have completed another rewarding and  successful year in the
Neighborhood Tutoring Program.  Our average attendance was 12-15
students out of a total registration of 27 in the homework lab and  an
average of 5-7 in the computer lab.  Twenty-five tutors gave a helping
hand regularly or as available.
    I thank God for the students and parents He allowed us to touch and for
His provision each week.  And I am grateful to God for each and every
tutor for their love, patience, and faithfulness and for the monetary and
prayer support of the UPC staff and congregation.  It takes all of us to help
make this ministry, which I believe is God-ordained, to happen!
   Now, we look forward to the 2010-11 school year.  Please pray for vision
as we plan and for new tutor volunteers to fill the spots left vacant as
present tutors move out of town. Finally, we ask you to pray for the
welfare of the students and their families during the summer months.
_________________________________________________________________

 Clean Water University-West (at Calvin Crest) by Charlie Warnes

Last year we were thrilled to announce that Living Waters for the World
had designated Calvin Crest as its second Clean Water "U" campus. That
led to a flurry of activity to get the facilities set up for the first classes in
October 2009.
     Classes for 2010 at Calvin Crest are currently scheduled for Aug. 15-19 
and Oct. 3-7. Seven people (including two students coming from Laos) are
enrolling in the August classes, and three more people from UPC are giving
serious consideration to enrolling.
     Clean Water "U" is staffed by LWW clergy and faculty who travel to
Calvin Crest from several places around the U.S.  In short, there is
considerable expense involved. LWW has determined that it needs
commitments before July 15 from at least 25 students to make the August
class economically viable.
     The cost of tuition, room and board at Calvin Crest is $550. This is a
considerable savings for West Coast students when compared with the
alternative, which involves traveling to Clean Water "U" in Mississippi.
     While UPC's Lao Partners are focused on LWW installations in Laos,
LWW has several other installations planned in other parts of the world
(including Haiti, Guatemala, and Mexico) as well as some within the U.S.
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     We encourage you to prayerfully consider this opportunity to enroll in
one of the upcoming classes at Calvin Crest in preparation to actively
share in this exciting ministry.
      Please feel free to contact either Sandra Eaton or Charlie Warnes.
     Learn more about LWW at www.livingwatersfortheworld.org

__________________________________________________________________

 Children's Ministries
Welcome, Aimee Dillon!

Aimee is our new children's ministries coordinator. She is a great lover of
Jesus and we will be blessed by her heart for children. She is energetic,
talented, smart and ready to serve as Christ calls her through her ministry
to our children at UPC. Keep praying for Children's Ministry. We are excited
and blessed! 
________________________________________________

Vacation Bible School...date update

Plan on "Sailing the High Seas "with UPC on a new schedule. Due to factors
beyond our control, VBS will be delayed a day but sail away we will! The
new dates are Monday, July 19, through Friday, July 23, still at 6-8:15
p.m.!
    Look for a table on the patio to register your children or sign on as part
of the crew! We can still use a few good sailors to help our children
navigate the currents of God's word through song, food, Bible stories and
crafts.
    Sign up at the patio table. Unfurl your sails and shove off for an
adventure in Christ's goodness! (The suggested donation is $5 per child.)
__________________________________________________________________

Sunday School wraps up....

We will finish our traditional Sunday School year on June 6 with a video in
Majesty Theatre. The Children's Ministry Committee will be hosting a
"Thank You" celebration for the teachers and shepherds who have blessed
our children this school year. More news to follow.
__________________________________________________________________

...and Summer Sunday School kicks off

This summer we will have Sunday School during worship, immediately
after the children's sermon.  Summer Sunday School begins June 13.  The
first Sunday of each month, children will remain in the sanctuary with
their families for Communion Sunday family worship. We are asking all
who would like to take a Sunday or two to teach Sunday School for Grades
1-6 to contact Kathleen Wilson. Aimee Dillon, our new Children's Ministries
coordinator, will be teaching the Preschool/K students.
__________________________________________________________________

 Fellowship Opportunities
Take us out to the ballpark!
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Calling all baseball fans......and also those who aren't but want to have a
good time. Join us for Christian Fellowship Night at the the Grizzlies game
on Friday July 16. Dave Drevecky will give his story after the game. He
was a pitcher who lost his arm after undergoing treatment and rehab for
cancer. We will be having sign-ups after services so we can represent UPC
as a group. If you have questions, call Kathy Scofield.
__________________________________________________________________

More fun and games

Do you have a favorite table game ?  We're having another game night 
Saturday, June 19, at 6:30 p.m. in the Great Room. Join us for fun and
fellowship. Bring your games and a snack to share. All are welcome and
bring your friends. See you there!
__________________________________________________________________

STARS looks behind prison walls

STARS meets Wednesday, June 16, at 1:30 p.m. in the Great Room to hear
from Randy Larson about the Kairos ministry at the men's prison in
Atwater. Randy has been actively involved in this ministry and will tell us
about its challenges and opportunities.  All seniors, and even those not so
senior, join us for  interesting conversation and great dessert.
__________________________________________________________________

Women's Groups
Presbyterian Women annual luncheon

Presbyterian Women will meet Tuesday, June 8, at 11 a.m. in the Fireside
Room for the annual potluck luncheon and business meeting. We will
install new officers and receive the Birthday Offering. Please contact Ruth
Kallenberg for more information. All UPC women and guests are welcome.
__________________________________________________________________

GALS' Night heads north...for south-of-the-border food

GALS' Night is moving up the road this month. Join us June 24 at the
special time of 6 p.m.  for dinner at Casa Corona (northeast corner of
Cedar and Herndon by Majesty Bible store). It will be a great time for new
women in the church to find out how much fun GALS' Night really is!!  See
you then.
__________________________________________________________________

Congratulations!

Devynn Braswell received a scholarship from Church Women United at the
May 7 meeting. Way to go, Devynn!
__________________________________________________________________

Congregational Care
Coffee hosts needed

Would you like to do some face-to-face service as our pastors are
encouraging us to do ? We would welcome you to be part of of our coffee
hosts rotation. You would be in charge of the coffee time after the first
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service about once every two months. If you would like to participate,
please call Kathy Scofield.
__________________________________________________________________

Members give thanks
For prayers...

As many of you know, our 27-year-old son, Peter Knudson, was diagnosed
with small cell carcinoma of the lung last fall, believed to have been
caused by an on-the-job toxic chemical exposure.  He has been receiving
treatment in Modesto, near his home. He recently received the excellent
news that he is now "tumor free." They are tapering him off of his
medications.  Peter is continuing in a teacher-credentialing program and is
substitute teaching part time. Thank you for all of your love and prayers.
             Sincerely, Sandra and David Knudson
__________________________________________________________________

...and for birthday greetings

Dear Friends at UPC, thank you so very much for the many, many birthday
cards you sent to me for the celebration of my "Happy 90th Birthday."
Would you believe getting more than 50 cards? I've read and reread them. 
Thank you, thank you!
In Jesus love, Pat Buckheister
p.s. I miss you all. P.
__________________________________________________________________

Congratulations to our graduates!
Pray for these young people as they continue their journeys

High School

John Bonin, Buchanan to Fresno City College
Devynn Braswell, Clovis West to Fresno Pacific University
Jeremy Erdman, Buchanan to Trinity University, San Antonio, Texas
Natalie Nax, Clovis High to University of Oregon
Sean Murray, (a Kenney grandson), Clairemont High in San Diego
College

Nathan Kenney, WA. University, B.S. in Microbiology, Dean's List
Daniel Stephenson, Fresno State, B.S. in Biology
John Dodds, Cal Poly, B.S. Civil Engineering, Math Minor, Cum Laude
Emily Dodds, Harvard Law School, J.D.
Andrew Kleinke (Beyers grandson), Boston University, PHD in 
                       Inorganic Chemistry
Kindra Eidson, UC Davis, Credential Program. Attending Loma Linda 
                       Medical School in fall, 2010
__________________________________________________________________

Mark Your Calendar...

June 1      Deacons, 7 pm
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June 8      Presbyterian Women, 9:30 am
               Session, 7 pm
June 12    Clippers Sushi Party, 6:00 pm
June 13    Commission Youth for Mission Trip, 9:30 am
               Blood Pressure Screening, 10:30 am
June 15    Prayer and Healing Service, 7:00 pm
June 16    STARS, 1:30 pm
June 17    All Men, 6:00 pm
June 19    Game Night, 7:00 pm
June 20    Serve at Poverello House, 11:20 am
June 22    Ministry Night, 7:00 pm
June 24    Gals' Night, 7:00 pm
June 27    Blood Drive, 9:30 am
__________________________________________________________________
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