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Face-to-Face Service                                                                   by Tedd Lyons

On Sunday evenings, Abraham Lincoln would from time to time walk to the New
York Avenue Presbyterian Church, where the pastor would leave his study door
open so that the president could sit in quiet and anonymity and hear the evening
sermon.
     One evening, as Mr. Lincoln was returning to the White House, his Secret
Service agent said to him, "Didn't you think the sermon was marvelous tonight?. 
So well-delivered, so intellectually sound, so passionately true." Lincoln's response
was simply "No."  When the Secret Service agent asked the president why, the
answer came back, "Because he did not ask us to do anything."
    The Protestant Reformation brought a great correction to the Christian

faith. Luther and Calvin and others stressed the priority of God's
action over ours, and emphasized that "by grace you have been
saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God--not the result of works, so that no one may boast." (Eph.
2:8-9)  When Luther read in his Bible "The one who is righteous will
live by faith" (Rom. 1:17), he took his pen and wrote in the margin,
"alone".
    As important and fundamental as this truth is, its over-emphasis

(perhaps I should say its distortion) has led to innumerable sermons that "did not
ask us to do anything."  Protestants too often have behaved as though being right,
being theologically sound, being the winner of the debate, was more important
than being loving.  The tragedy is that many who profess strong faith, who know
what the Bible says, act in the world as though this faith and knowledge have only
one function, to assure believers of their worthiness to enter the next world.  So, in
this world you live by the rules of this world, while believing that a better world is
coming and that your faith assures you that you are saved and eligible to enter it
as a free gift of God.
    Over the last several years, UPC has taken on a yearly "practice", a focused
"doing", that is intended, not to make us worthy of God's grace, but to bring us into
contact in this world with that grace at a level deeper than just the intellect.  This
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year our practice is "face-to-face service".  This practice asks that we find ways to
live out our faith in concrete acts of love and service to a real person or people.  In
so doing, we will not only make this world a better place (a noble goal), but we will
personally come into contact with the God who saves by grace.
    As a help to us all, in our summer worship, we will hear from a number of
witnesses who have been helped by "A Rule of Life", a little guide to faithful living
that has been circulating among us for a while now.  It is important to notice that
this Rule is made up of eight imperative (do) statements.
     They begin "Open your heart", "Keep yourself clear", "Do", "Take", "Do", "Keep
watch", "Practice", and "Above all, love".  They point us to the God who saves by
grace and empowers us to act as saved people.
      I hope that you will listen closely to these witnesses, and that if you have not
made yourself familiar with this "Rule of Life", that you will pick one up in the
narthex and begin to read and reflect on it regularly.  As you hear the call to "face-
to- face service", you will find that God speaks his grace, love and truth to you
through these little imperative prompts.  Our goal is to be a people who more fully
come into contact with the God who saves us, and that as we act he will make us
more deeply aware of his gracious love.

Ministries Updates
Worship Ministry
Languages of Worship
By Brooke Denni

On Mother's Day I had a conversation with my grandmother about worship. She
told me (with great sympathies for the worship pastor) that her church tries to
"blend" traditional and contemporary worship, but it wasn't working for her. I told
her that she would really appreciate coming to UPC's 8:30 a.m.service because of
the high-quality traditional worship. She went on to say, "The old hymns and the
organ give me such a sense of safety and they remind me of going to church as a
small girl."
     Maybe you enjoy the traditional style of worship for the same reason my
grandmother does. Perhaps you don't know why you enjoy it. All you know is that
when you sing the songs in this way, you probably feel closer to God. No one at
UPC wants to take that away from you.
     There has been some concern that with the renewed commitment to the
contemporary service and the purchase of the projector screens that traditional
worship at UPC is on its way out. There could be nothing further from the truth.
    As an "under 40" person at UPC, I am saddened by the lack of other people
who are close to my age. The single biggest reason that young people do not
attend this church is precisely because of the predominant style of worship. In the
same way that many in the older generation do not connect with contemporary
worship, many in the younger generation do not connect with traditional worship.
(While I say "many," I also want to recognize that there are those in both
generations that are "bilingual" and can understand and appreciate both
languages of worship). This is not bad or good, it simply is.
     One could analogize worship styles to languages. The two generations are
speaking different languages. And because the older generation seems to
understand the language of traditional worship best, we remain committed to
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traditional worship.
    However, we also understand that if we are to remain a viable congregation, we
must do something to speak to the younger generation. Because we want to
reach the younger generation, the contemporary service worship team will lead
UPC in worship once a month this summer. 
    For many of you, it might feel like we are speaking a foreign language! Please,
on these Sundays, invite your children and grandchildren, or imagine them sitting
beside you in worship. We will probably do some hymns on those days, but it will
feel different to you; try to remember that we are taking the great old hymns and
trying to preserve their message in a way that my generation (your children and
grandchildren) will be able to hear and understand.
     On those occasional Sundays this summer, please listen for the voice of the
Holy Spirit --- just as you would on those Sundays we include the Lao language in
worship. The Holy Spirit is present in both forms of worship and can transcend
language and form. Let us stand together in building a church where all ages can
sing God's praise in a language that expresses their heart's love.

Southeast Asian Ministry
Lao Christian training
Our commissioned Lay Pastors, John and Lorna Bosavanh, together with UPC
Deacons Tony and Tout Tou Bounthapanya and Buncherd Supasavat, recently
returned from a week of intensive training on Christian theology and ethics in
Austin, Texas.
    This program is supported by PC(USA) as part of its commitment to nurturing
and equipping lay members to serve their home churches. The main focus was on
"theology of play" as a way of understanding our relationship to the Kingdom of
God. In this context, "play" is our real work -- creative work through which the Holy
Spirit guides us more fully into being who we are as children of God.
    John, Lorna, Tony and Tout Tou attend this program each year for continuing
education and to refine their leadership skills. Buncherd has just received his
certificate of accomplishment. We congratulate him!

Children's Ministry
VBS is setting sail!
Your voyage to an incredible VBS begins, July 19-23, from 6 to 8:15
p.m. at UPC! Sail the "High Seas" this summer and learn -- God's Word
is true; God's Word is comforting; God's Word is surprising; God's Word
is life-changing and God's Word is for everyone. We'll learn through fun
skits, games, crafts, Bible stories, movies and song! We'll have fun and
learn important and exciting things that will change your life!!
      Look for a table on the UPC patio to register your children or sign on as part of
the crew! We can still use a few good sailors to steer our kids. Sign up at the patio
table. (The suggested donation is $5 per child.)
      For more information or to volunteer to help (we still need assistant crew
leaders, registration and station helpers), e-mail Judi Tapia.
----------------------------------------------------
Volunteers needed
We are looking for a few people to come help clean up and organize our Sunday
school classrooms so we can better serve our children. We are also looking for a
few volunteers to help with Sunday school over the summer. Last but not least we
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are hoping some UPC members can host pool parties for our children this
summer. If you are interested in helping out,  please give Aimee Dillon, our
Children's Ministry coordinator, a call at 439-8807 or email her at
aimee@upcfresno.org.

Other July events for kids
Children's Ministry wants to take a group to two free movies at
Edwards Theaters. The first is "Cloudy with a Chance of
Meatballs,'' July 14 at 10 a.m.  There will be a sign- up area in
Promise Land classroom No. 4.
     The second movie is "Where the Wild Things Are," July 28, at
10 a.m. For parents who need transportation for their kids, we plan
to carpool, but parents are welcome to come with us to see the movies or meet us
there. We are hoping to grab lunch after the shows as a group.

Stewardship/Evangelism
Coordinator needed
One of the ways in which we raise funds to help support the
activities of the church is by selling parking-lot spaces for Fresno
State home football games.  This year we are looking for an
individual or team of individuals who would be willing to oversee
the coordination of this fall's games.  This individual would be
responsible for ensuring that each event is staffed and that the
monies are properly handled.  You would not need to work at every game, just
ensure that each game is covered.  If you are interested in this short-term service
position, contact Melissa Manion at the church office.  If you would be willing to
work at a game, but are not able to serve as coordinator, also contact the office so
we can add you to the list of those willing to serve.

Missions
Inmate looking for a friend
A middle-aged woman at Central California Women's Prison in Chowchilla is very
eager to receive monthly visits from a female friend on the "outside".  If you are
interested in being that friend, or simply want more details, call Edy Corum or
Rosalie Gald (Friend-2-Friend ministry) at 324-1548.
"I was in prison and you came to visit me."
        Matthew 25:36

Evangelism
Hosting "Walk to Emmaus"
 Central California Walk to Emmaus will be holding two retreats on the UPC
campus the second and third weekends of July. These three-day
retreats run from Thursday evening to Sunday afternoon - the first
one for men, the second for women.
      Each Walk consists of 20-25 pilgrims who are served, taught
and nurtured throughout the weekend by a team of their fellow
Christians, all pilgrims on previous Walks.
    UPC has had several opportunities to host Walk to Emmaus retreats over the
years. As a part of those retreats, the WTE song teams have regularly expressed
their appreciation to the host church with their music ministry during the Sunday
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morning worship services.
    Central California Walk to Emmaus is a nonprofit organization that produces
retreats for Christians to experience the love of Jesus Christ as they never have
before. Though sponsored by the United Methodist Church, Walk to Emmaus
celebrates the diversity of many denominations through the unity of our risen
Lord, Jesus Christ. Its focus is on equipping its members to be more effective
leaders in their respective church congregations.
    Several UPC elders and deacons have served on WTE retreats in a variety of
capacities, and those experiences have played an important role in their spiritual
growth and leadership. The Central Valley Walk to Emmaus website is
www.ccwte.org

Upcoming Events
Adult education
"21st-century Christians"
This summer during the Adult Education hour, UPC will explore
"Being a Christian in the 21st century."
      Every day we encounter issues that are not only controversial
but that also seem to divide nations, politicians and even best
friends. Then there are times when we encounter a subject that we
know so little about that we don't even know how to talk about it
with others.  
      These studies will explore current social and ethical issues such as affirmative
action (which was June 20) gun control, separation of church and state, and
torture; global matters such as understanding the Koran and Iran; and personal
topics of concern such as caring for those who care for someone with Alzheimer's
disease.
      These topical discussions will pick up in July, after several Sundays of other
subjects:
July 4: No Adult Sunday School
July 11: Boyd Family - Missions in Africa
July 18: Introduction to the Koran
July 25: Separation of Church and State
Aug. 1: Is Torture Ever Justified?
Aug. 8: Understanding Iran
Aug. 15: Caring for People with Alzheimer's
Aug. 22: Gun Control: Is There a Christian Response?

    Adult Ed meets 10:45- 11:45 a.m. during the summer. These sessions could be
subject to change, so watch "Connections" and updates from the UPC office.

Concert in the park
Clippers head to Kingsburg for a concert in the park July 1.
We plan to arrive about 6:30 p.m. for the concert at 8 p.m. Bring
chairs and your dinner, or buy dinner at a variety of food booths in
the park. Enjoy melons and ice water at intermission! Please RSVP
to Becky Bartsch, 252-5944; Jean Ann Fulton, 432-5092, or Eleanor
Van Stone, 436-1574.
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Gals' Night Out
Gals' night in July will be postponed to August 5. Eat early and then
meet us for the Fresno Art Hop! This is a free event. Please arrive at
UPC at 5:30 so we can carpool. We will leave at 5:45 sharp, don't be
late!

Play Ball!
Calling all baseball fans...and also those who aren't but want to
have a good time. Join us for Christian Fellowship Night at the the
Grizzlies game on Friday, July 16. Dave Drevecky will give his story
after the game. He was a pitcher who lost his arm after undergoing
treatment and rehab for cancer. We will be having sign-ups after
services so we can represent UPC as a group. If you have
questions, call Kathy Scofield.

Fall Prayer Retreat
You are invited to our annual Fall Prayer Retreat at the Old St.
Angela Bed and Breakfast Inn in Pacific Grove, owned by
Dianne and Jerry McKneely.  This prayer retreat allows for much prayer time alone
with some guided times and group reflection.  The retreat will begin Friday night, 
Nov. 5, and end at noon on Sunday (full-time participation is required).
     Registration is on a first-come basis and will close on Sept.1. The cost for the
weekend is $200 per room, whether for couples or singles. Dinner on Saturday
night will be "an evening out", with everyone paying for their own meal. If there are
more than can be accommodated, a waiting list will be set up.
     To secure your registration, full payment must be made, and is nonrefundable
(but is transferable).  For more information, contact Pastor Tedd.

Summertime picnic
STARS will celebrate summer on Wednesday, July 21, at 12:30 p.m. (note: we
meet one hour earlier this month) with a picnic in the Great Room. 
After lunch, we will enjoy a documentary about Fresno history called "A
Land Between Two Rivers."   Come for a cool afternoon of fun and
fellowship.

Member Updates
Office alert!

The church office will be
closed July 2, 5, 9,

16 and 23.

             Calendar     
July 2, 5, 9, 16, 23 --

Office Closed
July 13 PW

July 18 Serve at Poverello
July 19-23 VBS

July 20 Prayer&Healing
Service

July 21 STARS
July 27 Ministries Night
August 5 Gals' Night

 

Deadline for August
newsletter is July 15.
 Please email articles to
Sarah Nettels and Melissa
Stephenson or leave
written articles in the
newsletter mailbox in the
UPC office.
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